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accompanies it cannot be lessened. Hence the imminent
danger of those suspicions and dislikes that the opposite
classes entertain cach of the othex, and which are in so
many instances the effoct of mistake and misconception.
The classes are so divided that they never meet to com-
pare notes, or to recognize in one another the same com-
mon nature. In the space which separates them, the eaves-
dropper and the tale-bearer find their proper province ; and
thus there are heart-burnings produced, and jealousies
fostered, which even in the present age destroy the better
charities of society, and which, should the evil remain un-
corrected, must inevitably produce still sadder effects in
the future. Hence it is, too, that the mere malignancy of
opposition has become so popular, and that noisy dema-
gogues, whose sole merit consists in their hatred of the
higher classes, receive so often the support of better men
than themselves. It is truly wonderful how many defects,
moral and intellectual, may be covered by what Dryden
happily terms the “all-atoning name "of patriot,” — how
creatures utterly broken in character and.means, pitiful
little tyrants in fields and families, the very stuff’ out of
which spies and informers are made, are supported and
cheered on in their course of political agitation by sober-
minded men, who would never once dream of entrusting
them with their private concerns. We may look for the
cause in the perilous disunion of the upper and lower
classes, and the widely-diffused bitterness of feeling which
that disunion occasions.
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