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investigations, ever came to accept such a monstrously stupid mass of
absurdities as deductions of ‘science,’ and put them in comparison
with the rational account of the creation given by Moses, is more
difficult to understand than even this vague theory itself, which it is
impossible to describe.

“Of the first creation of the chaotic world,” the same writer goes
on to say, ‘“or the material elements, before they were shaped into
their present forms, we can scarce have the most vague conception.
All our experience relates to their existing conditions. But knowing
somewhat of the variety of the constituent elements and their distinct
properties, by which they manifest their existence to us, we cannot
conceive of their creation without presupposing a Divine wisdom,
and—if I may say so, with all reverence, and only to suit our human
notions—a Divine ingenuity,” and he follows for six days the opera-
tions as described by Moses, with a running comment. When light
is created, the conception of the work becomes simpler to our minds.
Its least manifestation would suffice at once to dispel darkness, and
yet how marvellous is the light! In the second day's work the
firmament of heaven is opened ; the expanse of the air between the
heavens and the earth, dividing the waters above from the waters
below, is the work recorded as performed. Not till the third day com-
mence the first geological operations. The waters of the earth are
gathered together into seas, and the dry land is made to appear. It
is now that we can imagine that the formation of the primary strata
commenced, while by some of the internal forces of matter the earth
was elevated and stood above the waters. |

Immediately the dry land is raised above and separated from the
waters the fiat goes forth, “Let the earth bring jforth grass, and
herb and tree ;" vegetable life begins to exist, and the world is first
decorated with its beauteous flora, with all its exquisite vanety of forms
and brilliancy of colouring, with which not even Solomon in all his
glory can compare. In like manner, on the sixth day the earth is
commanded to bring forth land- animals—the living creature “ after
his kind,” cattle and creeping thing, and beast of the earth, “after his
kind ;” and last of all, but on the same day, man is created and
made the chief and monarch of God’s other lwmg creatures——for
that is “man’s place in Nature.” ¢ Let us now see,” he continues,

“ how this hlstory came to be discredited by the opposition of a falsely
so-called ‘science’ of geology, that, while spared by our theologians,
has since pulled itself to pieces. The first step in the false inductions
geology made arose from the rash deduction, that the order in which
the fossil remains of organic being were found deposited in the various
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