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24 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

Such is a very brief summary of the arguments by which Mr. Evan
Hopkins maintains the literal correctness of the Mosaic account of
the creation, and attempts to show that all the facts discovered by
geologists may have occurred in the ages included in the Mosaic
chronology.

That the mysterious power of terrestrial magnetism can perform
all that he claims for it, we can perhaps admit. But how does
this explain the succession of Silurian, Old Red Sandstone, Car-
boniferous and other strata, up to the Tertiary deposits, with their
fossils, each differing in character from those of the preceding series ?
That these were successive creations admits of no doubt, and while it
is undeniable that the fiat of the Creator could readily produce all
these phenomena, it may reasonably be asked if it is probable that
all these myriads of organic beings, whose remains serve as records
of their existence, were created only to be immediately destroyed.

Again, does not the author of the * Principles of Terrestrial
Physics” prove too much? He admits that 3,000 years ago the
climate of England was tropical: he does not deny that a sub-
sequent period of intense cold intervened, 2,550 years ago. He
admits historical records, and 2,350 years ago Pythagoras constructed
his cosmography of the world, which has never been seriously im-
pugned ; and yet he has no suspicion that countries so near to his
own had changed their climates first from tropical to glacial, and
back again to a temperate zone. It is not reasonable to believe this
parable. . . |

The school of philosophy generally considered to be the most
advanced in modern science has yet another view of cosmogony, of
which we venture to give a brief outline. Space is infinite, says the
exponent of this system,* for wherever in imagination we erect a
boundary, we are compelled to think of space as existing beyond
it. The starry heavens proclaim that it is not entirely void ; but the
question remains, are the vast regions which surround the stars, and
across which light is propagated, absolutely empty ? No. Modern
science, while it rejects the notion of the luminiferous particles of the
old philosophy, has cogent proofs of the existence of a luminiferous
ether with definite mechanical properties. It is infinitely more at-
tenuated, but more solid than gas. It resembles jelly rather than
air, and if not co-extensive with space, it extends as far as the most
distant star the telescope reveals to us ; it is the vehicle of their light
in fact ; it takes up their molecular tremors and conveys them with

* Professor Tyndall in Fortnightly Review,
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