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existing in well-defined flows, which still adhere to craters visible
at the present day, and with regard to the igneous origin of which
there can be no doubt. One of the most striking examples of a
basaltic cone is furnished by the mountain or crater of La Coupe

Fig. 5.—Theoretical view of a basaltic plateau.

d’Ayzac, in the Vivarais, in the south of France. PrATE IL, on
the ‘opposite page, gives an accurate representation of this curious
basaltic flow. The remnants of the stream of liquefied basalt which
once flowed down the flank of the hill may still be seen adhering in
vast masses to the granite rocks on both sides of a narrow valley

Fig. 6,—DBasalt in prismatic co'umns.

where the river Volant has cut across the lava and left a pavement or
causeway, forming an assemblage of upright prismatic columns, fitted
together with geometrical symmetry ; the whole resting on a base of
gneiss. Basaltic eruptions sometimes form a plateau, as rqpresented In
Fig. 5, where the process of formation is shown theoretically and 1n
a manner which renders further explanation unnecessary. Many of
these basaltic table-lands form plateaux of very considerable extent
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