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I50 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE,

Derbyshire, Cumberland, and other counties of Great Britain. The
rock is found in Russia, in the north of France, and in Belgium,
where it furnishes the common marbles, known as Flanders marble
(Marbre de Flandres and M. de petit granit). These marbles are also
quarried in other localities, such as Regneville (La Manche), either
for the manufacture of lime or for ornamental stonework; one of
the varieties quarried at Regneville, being black, with large yellow
veins, is very pretty. | | |

In France, the Carboniferous Limestone, with its sandstones and
conglomerates, schists and limestones, is largely developed in the
Vosges, in the Lyonnais, and in Languedoc, often in contact with
syenites and porphyries, and other igneous rocks, by which it has been
penetrated and disturbed, and even mefamorphosed in many ways,
by reason of the various kinds of rocks of which it is composed. In
the United States the Carboniferous Limestone formation occupies a
somewhat grand position in the rear of the Alleghanies. It is also
found forming considerable ranges in our Australian colonies.

In consequence of their age, as compared with the Secondary and
Tertiary limestones, the Carboniferous rocks are generally more
marked and varied in character. The valley of the Meuse, from
Namur to Chockier, above Litge, is cut out of this formation; and
many of our readers will remember with delight the picturesque
character of the scenery, especially that of the left bank of the cele-
brated river in question. -

CoAL MEASURES. (SUB-PERIOD.)

This terrestrial period is characterised, in a remarkable manner,
by the abundance and strangeness of the vegetation which then
covered the islands and continents of the whole globe. Upon all
points of the earth, as we have said, this flora presented a striking
uniformity. In comparing it with the vegetation of the present day,
the learned French botanist, M. Brongniart, who has given particular
attention to the flora of the Coal-measures, has arrived at the con-
clusion that it presented considerable analogy with that of the islands
of the equatorial and torrid zone, in which a maritime climate and
elevated temperature exist in the highest degree. It is believed that
islands were very numerous at this period; that, in short, the dry
land formed a sort of vast archipelago upon the general ocean, of no
great depth, the islands being connected together and formed into
continents as they gradually emerged from the ocean.
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