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QUANTITY OF COAL IN UNITED KINGDOM, 167

in this Report, lately published, it is stated that in the ascertained
coal-fields of the United Kingdom there is an aggregate quantity of
146,480,000,000 tons of coal, which may be reasonably expected
to be available for use. In the coal-field of South Wales, ascertained
by actual measurement to attain the extraordinary thickness of 11,000
feet of Coal-measures, there are 100 different seams of coal,
affording an aggregate thickness of 120 feet, mostly in thin beds, but
varying from six inches to more than ten feet. Professor J. Phillips

Fig. 71.—Contortions of Coal-beds.

estimates the thickness of the coal-bearing strata ot the north of
England at 3,000 feet; but these, in common with all other coal-fields,
contain, along with many beds of the mineral in a more or less pure
state, interstratified beds of sandstones, shales, and limestone ; the
real coal-seams, to the number of twenty or thirty, not exceeding
sixty feet in thickness in the aggregate. The Scottish Coal-measures
have a thickness of 3,000 feet, with similar intercalations of other
carboniferous rocks. | -

The coal-basin of Belgium and of the north ot France forms a
nearly continuous zone from Liége, Namur, Charleroi, and Mons, to
Valenciennes, Douai, and Béthune. The beds of coal there are from
fifty to one hundred and ten in number, and their thickness varies
from ten inches to six feet. Some coal-fields which are situated
benéath the Secondary formations of the centre and south of France
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