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100 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

and the appearance for the first time of some other animals peculiar

to the Jurassic period, give to the Muschelkalk fauna the appearance
of being one of passage from one period to the other. -

Fig. 82.—Encrinus
liliifformis.

The seas, then, contained a few Reptiles,
probably inhabitants of the banks of rivers, as
Phytosaurus, Capitosaurus, &c., and sundry Fishes,

‘as Spharodus and Pycnodus. In this sub-period

we shall say nothing of the Land-Turtles, which
for the first time now appear; but, we should
note, that at the Bunter period a gigantic Reptile
appears, on which the opinions of geologists were
for a long while at variance. In the argillaceous
rocks of the Muschelkalk period imprints of the
foot of some animal were discovered in the sand-
stones of Storeton Hill, in Cheshire, and in the
New Red Sandstone of parts of Warwickshire,
as well as in Thuringia, and Hesseburg in Saxony,
which very much resembled the impression that
might be made in soft clay by the outstretched
fingers and thumb of a human hand. These
traces were made by a species of Reptile furnished
with four feet, the two fore-feet being much broader
than the hinder two. The head, pelvis, and sca-
pula only of this strange-looking animal have been
found, but these are considered to have belonged
to a gigantic air-breathing reptile closely con-
nected with the Batrachians. It is_thought that
the head was not naked, but protected by a bony
cushion ; that its jaws were armed with conical
teeth, of great strength and of a complicated struc-
ture. This curious and uncouth-looking creature,
of which the woodcut Fig. 83 is a restoration,
has been named the Cleirotierium, or Labyrin-
thodon, from the complicated arrangement of the
cementing layer of the teeth. (Seealso Fig.1,p. 12.)

Another Reptile of great dimensions—which would seem to have
been intended to prepare the way for the appearance of the enormous
Saurians which present themselves in the Jurassic period—was the
Nothosaurus, a species of marine Crocodile, of which a restoration
has been attempted in PLaTe XIII. opposite. |

It has been supposed, from certain impressions which appear in
the Keuper sandstones of the Connecticut river in North America,
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