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and it is not difficult to trace its course. In France it appears in the

department of the Indre, of the Cher, of the Allier, of the Nfevre, of

the SaOne-et-Loire; upon the western slopes of the Jura its outliers

crop out near Poligny and Salins, upon the western slopes of the

Vosges; in the Doubs it shows itself; then it skirts the Muschelkalk

area in the Haute-Marne; in the Vosges it assumes large proportions
in the Meurthe at Luneville and Dieuze; in the Moselle it extends

northward to Bouzonville; and on the Rhine to the east of Luxem

bourg as far as Dockendorf. Some traces of it show themselves

upon the eastern slopes of the Vosges, on the lower Rhine.

It appears again in Switzerland and in Germany, in the canton of

Basic, in Argovia, in the Grand Duchy of Wurtemberg, in the Tyrol,
and in Austria, where it gives its name to the city of Salzburg.

In the British Islands the Keuper' formation commences in the

eastern parts of Devonshire, and a band, more or less regular, ex

tends into Somersetshire, through Gloucestershire, Worcestershire,

Warwick, Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire, to the banks of the Tees,

in Yorkshire, with a bed, independent of all the others in Cheshire,

which extends into Lancashire. "At Nantwich, in the upper Trias

of Cheshire," Sir Charles Lyell states, "two beds of salt, in great part
unmixed with earthy matter, attain the thickness of 90 or loo feet.

The upper surface of the highest bed is very uneven, forming cones

and irregular figures. Between the two masses there intervenes a bed

of indurated clay traversed by veins of salt. The highest bed thins

off towards the south-west, losing fifteen feet of its thickness in the

course ofa mile, according to Mr. Ormerod. The horizontal extent

of these beds is not exactly known, but the area containing saliferous

clay and sandstones is supposed to exceed 150 miles in diameter,
while the total thickness of the Trias in the same region is estimated

by Mr. Onnerod at 1,700 feet. Ripple-marked sandstones and the

footprints of animals are observed at so many levels, that we may

safely assume the whole area to have undergone a slow'and gradual
depression during the formation of the New Red Sandstone."

Not to mention the importance of salt as a source of health, it is

in Great Britain, and, indeed, all over the world where the saliferous
rocks exist, a most important branch of industry. The quantity ofthe
mineral produced m England, from all sources, is between 5,000 and

6,ooo tons annually, and the population engaged in producing the min
eral, from sources supposed to be inexhaustible, is upwards of 12,000.

The lower Keuper sandstones, which lie at the base of the series
of red mails, frequently give rise to springs, and are in consequence
called "waterstones," in Lancashire and Cheshire.
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