http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1872-Figuier-BeforeFlood/README.htm

226 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

of the Ichthyosaurus, as is evident from the impressions which the
folds of the intestine have left on the coprolite, of which Fig. 100 is
a representation. In the cliffs near Lyme Regis coprolites are abun-
dant in the Liassic formation, and have been found disseminated
through the shales and limestones along many miles of that coast.
What an admirable privilege of science, which 1s able, by an
examination of the simplest parts in the organisation of beings which
lived ages ago, to give to our minds such solid teachings and such
true enjoyments! “ When we discover,” says Dr. Buckland, *“in
the body of an Ichthyosaurus the food which it has engulfed an
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Fig. 1o1.— Skull of Plesiosaurus restored. (Conybeare.)
a, profile ; &, seen from above.

instant before its death, when the intervals between its sides present
themselves still filled with the remains of fishes which it had swal-
lowed some ten thousand years ago, or a time even twice as great,
all these immense intervals vanish, time disappears, and we find
ourselves, so to speak, thrown into immediate contact with events
which took place in epochs immeasurably distant, as if we occupied
ourselves with the affairs of the previous day.”

The name of Plesiosaurus (from the Greek words wAficuos, neat,
and sadpos, izard) reminds us that this animal, though presenting
many peculiarities of general structure, is allied by its organisation to
the Saurian or Lizard family, and, consequently, to the Ichthyosaurus.

- The Plesiosaurus présents, in its organic structure, the most curious
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