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274 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

_ It has recently been announced that these rocks have been found
in India ; they contribute largely to the formation of the main mass
of the Himalayas, and to the chain of the Andes in South America;
finally, from recent investigations, they seem to be present in New

In England the Lias constitutes a well-defined belt about thirty
miles broad, extending from Dorsetshire, in the south, to Yorkshire,
in the noith, formed of alternate beds of clay, shales, and limestone
(with layers of jet), on the coast near Whitby. It is rich, as we have
seen, in ancient life, and that in the strongest forms imaginable.
From the unequal hardness of the rocks it comprises, it stands out
boldly in some of the minor ranges of hills, adding greatly to the
picturesque beauty of the scenery in the centre of the country. In
Scotland the formation occupies a very limited space.

A map of the country at the close of the Jurassic period would
probably show double the extent of dry land in the British Islands,
compared with what it displayed as an island in the primordial ocean;
but Devon and Cornwall had long risen from the sea, and it is pro-
bable that the Jurassic beds of Dorsetshire and France were connected
by a tongue of land running from Cherbourg to the Liassic beds of
Dorsetshire, and that Boulogne, still an island, was similarly con-
nected with the Weald.

Fig. 125.—Crioceras Duvallii, Sowerby.
A non-involuted Ammonite.
(Neocomian.)

NoTE.—Sections of the Purbeck strata of Dorsetshire have been constructed by
Mr. Bristow, from actual measurement, in the several localities in the Isle of
Purbeck, where they are most clearly and instructively displayed.

These sections, published by the Geological Survey, show in detail the beds
in their regular and natural order of succession, with the thickness, mineral
character, and contents, as well as the fossils, of each separate bed. ;
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