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During and after the deposition of the Portland and Purbeck beds,
the entire Qolite Series, in the south and centre of England and
other regions, was raised above the sea-level and became dry land.
Above these Purbeck beds, as Professor Ramsay tells us [in the
district known as the Weald], “we have a series of beds of clays,

Chalk under the Microscope.

Fig. 128.—Chalk of the Isle of Moén, Denmark.

sandstones, and shelly limestones, indicating by their fossils that they
were deposited in an estuary where fresh water and occasionally
brackish water and marine conditions prevailed. The Wealden and
Purbeck beds indeed represent the delta of an immense river which
In size may have rivalled the Ganges, Mississippi, Amazon, &c.,
and whose waters carried down to its mouth the remains of land-
plants, small Mammals, and great terrestrial Reptiles, and mingled
them with the remains of Fishes, Molluscs, and other forms native to
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