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middle of the back; and the numerous small oval dermal bones

which appear to have been arranged in longitudinal series along
each side of the dorsal fringe.

The Megaiosaiirus, the earliest appearance of which is among the

more ancient beds of the Liassic and Oolitic series, is again found at

the base ofthe Cretaceous rocks. It was, as we have seen, an enormous

lizard, borne upon slightly raised feet; its length exceeded forty feet,

and in bulk it was equal to an elephant seven feet high.
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Fig. 138.- Tooth
of Megalosaurus.

The Megalosaurus found in the ferruginous sands of Cuckfield,

in Sussex, in the upper beds of the Hastings Sands, must have been

at least sixty or seventy, feet long. Cuvier considered that it partook
both ofthe structure of the Iguana and the Monitors, the latter ofwhich

belong to the Lacertian Reptiles which haunt the banks of the Nile

and tropical India. The Megalosaurus was probably an amphibious
Saurian. The complicated structure and marvellous arrangement of

the teeth prove that it was essentially carnivorous. It fed probably
on other Reptiles of moderate size, such as the Crocodiles and

Turtles which are found in a fossil state in the same beds. The jaw

represented in Fig. 137 is the most important fragment of the animal

we possess. It is the lower jaw, and supports many teeth: it shows

that the head terminated in a straight muzzle, thin and flat on the

sides, like that of the Gavial, the Crocodile of India. The teeth of

the Megalosaurus were in perfect accord with the destructive functions

Fig. x37.-Lower Jaw of the Niegalosaurus.
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