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who enjoyed the possession of his antediluvian trophy until an
unforeseen incident changed the aspect of things. This incident
was nothing less than the bombardment and surrender of Maestricht
to the Army of the North under Kleber, in 1794. |
The Army of the North did not enter upon a campaign to obtain
the crania of Crocodiles, but it had on its staff a savant who was
devoted to such pacific conquests. Faujas de: Saint-Fond, who was
the predecessor of Cordier in the Zoological Chair of the Jardin des
Plantes, was attached to the Army of the North as Scientific Com-
missioner; and it is suspected that, in soliciting this mission, our
naturalist had in his eye the already famous head of the Crocodile of
the Meuse. - However that may be, Maestricht fell into the hands of
the French, and Faujas eagerly claimed the famous fossil for the
French nation, which was packed with the care due to a relic number-
ing so many thousands of ages, and dispatched to the Museum of
Natural History in Paris. On its arrival, Faujas undertook a labour
which, as he thought, was to cover him with glory. He commenced
the publication of a work entitled “ The Mountain of Saint Peter of
Maestricht,” describing all the fossil objects found in the Dutch quarry
there, especially the Great Animal of Maestricht. He endeavoured
to prove that this animal was a Crocodile. | | B
- Unfortunately for the glory of Faujas, a Dutch savant had devoted
himself to the same study. Adrian Camper was the son of a great
anatomist of Leyden, Pierre Camper, who had purchased of the
heirs of the surgeon Hoffman some parts of the skeleton of the
animal found in the quarry of Saint Peter. He had even published
in the Philosophical Transactions of London, as early as 1786, a
memoir, in which the animal is classed as a Whale. At the death of
his father, Adrian Camper re-examined the skeleton, and in a work
which Cuvier quotes with admiration, he fixed the ideas which were
until then floating about. - He proved that the bones belonged neither
to a Fish, nor a Whale, nor to. a Crocodile, but rather to a particular
genus of Saurian Reptiles, or marine lizards, closely resembling in
many important structural characters, existing Monitors and Iguanas,
and peculiar to rocks of the Cretaceous period, both in Europe and
America. Long before Faujas had finished the publication of his work
on La Montagne de Saint-Pierre that of Adrian Camper had appeared,
and totally changed the ideas of the world on this subject. Itdid not,
however, hinder Faujas from continuing to call his animal the Crocodile
of Maestricht. He even announced, some time after, that Adrian
Camper was also of his opinion. ¢ Nevertheless,” says Cuvier, “it
is as far from the Crocodile as it is from the Iguana; and these two
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