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giving increased power to the tail; finally, the extremities of the

animal could scarcely be called feet, but rather paddles, like those
of the Ichthyosaurus, the Plesiosaurus, and the Whale. We see
in Fig. 146 that the jaws are armed with numerous teeth, fixed in

their sockets by an osseous base, both large and solid. Moreover,
an altogether peculiar dental system occupies the vault of the palate,
as in the case of certain Serpents and Fishes, where the teeth are

directed backwards, like the barb of a hook, thus opposing them

selves to the escape of prey. Such a disposition of the teeth

sufficiently proves the destructive character of this Saurian.

Fig. 146.- Head of Mosasaurus Camperi

The dimensions of this aquatic lizard, estimated at twenty-four feet,
aze calculated to excite surprise. But, as we have already seen, the

Ichthyosauri and Teleosauri were of great dimensions, as were also
the Iguanodn and Megalosáurus, which were ten times the size of

living Iguanas. In all these colossal forms we can only see a difference
of dimensions, the aggrandisement of a type; the laws which affected
the organisation of all these beings remain unchanged, they were not
errors of Nature-monstrosities, as we are sometimes tempted to call
them-but simply types, uniform in their structure, and adapted by
their dimensions to the physical conditions with which God had

surrounded them.
In PLATE XXII. is represented an ideal view of the earth during

the (4per Cretaceous period. in the sea swims the Mosasaurus;
Molluscs, Zoophytes, and other animals peculiar to the period are
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