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seems to announce the appearance of the Elephant ; but its dimen-
sions were infinitely greater than those of existing Elephants, and
superior even to those of the Mastodon and of the Mammoth, both
fossil Elephants, the remains of which we shall have to descnbe
presently. -

From its kind of life, and its frugal regimen, this Pachyderm
scarcely merited the formidable name of Dinotherium which has been
bestowed on it by naturalists (from B8ewds, terrible, hpov, animal).
Its size was, no doubt, frightful enough, but its habits seem to have
been peaceful. It is supposed to have inhabited fresh-water lakes,
or the mouths of great rivers and the marshes bordering their banks
by preference. Herbivorous, like the Elephant, it employed its

Fig. 161.—Teeth of Mastodon.

proboscis probably in seizing the plants which hung suspended over
the waters, or floated on their surface. We know that the elephants
are very partial to the roots of herbaceous plants which grow in
flooded plains. The Dinotherlum appears to have been organised to
satisfy the same tastes. With the powerful natural mattock which
Nature had supplied him for penetrating the soil, he would be able
to tear from the bed of the river, or lake, feculent roots like those of
the Nymphea, or even much harder ones, for which the mode of
articulation of the jaws, and the powerful muscles intended to move
them, as well as the large surface of the teeth, so well calculated for
gnndmg, were evidently intended (Fig. 160).

The Mastodon was, to all appearance, very nearly of the size and
form of our Elephant—his body, however, being somewhat longer,
while his limbs, on the contrary, were a little thicker. He had
tusks, and very probably a trunk, and is chiefly distinguished from the
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