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existing Elephant by the form of his molar teeth, which form the most
distinctive character in his organisation. These teeth are nearly
rectangular, and present on the surface of their crown great conical
tuberosities, with rounded points disposed in pairs to the number of
four or five, according to the species. Their form is very distinct,
and may be easily recognised. They do not bear any resemblance
to those of the carnivora, but are like those of herbivorous animals,
and particularly those of the Hippopotamus. The molar teeth are
at first sharp and pointed, but when the conical points are ground
down by mastication, they assume the appearance presented in
Fig. 167 When, from continued grinding, the conical teat-like points
~ are more deeply worn, they begin to
assume the appearance shown in
Fig. 160. In Fig. 162 we represent
the head and lower jaw of the
Miocene Mastodon ; from which it
will appear that the animal had two
projecting tusks in the lower jaw,
corresponding with two of much
larger dimensions which projected
from the upper jaw. ‘
It was only towards the middle
of the last century that the Mastodon
first attracted attention in Europe.
About the year 1705, it is true,
some bones of this animal had been
found at Albany, now the capital of New York, but the discovery
attracted little attention. In 1739, a French officer, M. de Longuelil,
traversed the virgin forests bordering the great river Ohio, in order to
reach the great river Mississippi, and the savages who escorted him
accidentally discovered on the borders of a marsh various bones,
some of which seemed to be those of unknown animals. In this turfy
marsh, which the natives designated the Great Salt Lake, in conse-
quence of the many streams charged with salt which lose themselves in
it, herds of wild ruminants still seek its banks, attracted by the salt—
for which they have a great fondness—such being the reason probably
which had caused the accumulation, at this point, of the remains of so
large a number of quadrupeds belonging to these remote ages in
the history of the globe. M. de Longueil carried some of these bones
with him, and, on his return to France, he presented them to
Daubenton and Buffon ; they consisted of a femur, one extremity of
a tusk, and three molar teeth, Daubenton, after mature examination,

Fig. 161.—Molar teeth of Mastodon, worn.
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