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"burkd in the frozen sand upon the banks of the Viloui, a river which

discharges itself into the Lena below Yakutsk, in Siberia, in 64° north
latitude. "I ought to speak," the learned naturalist says, "of an

interesting discovery which I owe to the Chevalier de Bril. Some
Yakouts hunting this winter near the Viloui found the body of a large
unknown animal. The Sieur Ivan Argounof, inspector of the Zimovic,
had sent on to Irkutsk the head and a fore and hind foot of the animal,
all very well preserved." The Sieur Argounof; in his report, states
that the animal was half buried in the sand; it measured as it lay
three ells and three-quarters Russian in length, and he estimated its

height at three and a half; the animal, still retaining its flesh, was
covered with skin which resembled tanned leather; but it was so

decomposed that he could only remove the fore and hind foot and the
head, which he sent to Irkutsk, where Pallas saw them. "They
appeared to me at first glance," he says, "to belong to a Rhinoceros;
the head especially was quite recognisable, since it was covered with
its leathery skin, and the skin had preserved all its external characters,
and many short hairs. The eyelids had even escaped total decay, and
in the cranium here and there, under the skin, I perceived some matter
which was evidently the remains of putrefied flesh. I also remarked
in the feet the remains of the tendons and cartilages where the skin

had been removed. The head was without its horn, and the feet

without hoofs. The place ofthe horn, and the raised skin which had
surrounded it, and the division which existed in both the hind and

fore feet, were evident proofs of its being a Rhinoceros. In a

disser-tationaddressed to the Academy of St. Petersburg, I have given a full

account of this singular discovery. I give there reasons which prove
that a Rhinoceros had penetrated nearly to the Lena, in the most

northern regions, and which have led to the discovery of the remains
of other strange animals in Siberia. I shall confine myself here to a

description of the country where these curious remains were found,

and to the cause of their long preservation.
"The country watered by the Vioui is mountainous; all the

stratification of these mountains is horizontal. The beds consist of

selenitic and calcareous schists and beds of clay, mixed with numerous

beds of pyrites. On the banks of the Viloui we meet with coal much

broken; probably coal-beds exist higher up near to the river. The

brook KerntendoI skirts a mountain entirely formed of selenite or

crystallised sulphate of lime and of rock-salt, and this mountain of

alabaster is more than 300 versts (about 200 miles), in ascending the
Viloui,, from the place where the Rhinoceros was found. Opposite
to the place we see, near the river, a low bill, about a hundred feet
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