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FOSSIL ELEPHANTS. 387
which Hannibal brought from Carthage with the army in his expedi-
tion against the Romans. The part of France where the most
ancient bones of these Elephants were found is in the environs of the
Rhone, and consequently on the route of the Carthaginian general,
and this consideration appeared to these terrible savants to be a par-
ticularly triumphant answer to the naturalist’s reasoning. Again, at
a later period, Domitius Anobarbus conducted the Carthaginian
armies, which were followed by a number of Elephants, armed for
war. Cuvier scarcely took the trouble to refute this insignificant
objection. It is merely necessary to read, in his learned dissertation,
of the number of ele:phants which could remain to Ha,nnlbal when
he had entered Gaul.

But the best reply that can be made to this strange objection
raised by the learned, is to show how extensively these fossil bones
of Elephants are scattered, not in Europe only, but over the world—-
there are few regions of the globe in which their remains are not
found. 1In the north of Europe, in Scandinavia, in Ireland, in Bel-
gium, in Germany, in Central Europe, in Poland, in Middle Russia,
in South Russia, in Greece, in Italy, in Africa, in Asia, and, as we
have seen, in England. In the New World remains of the Mammoth
are also met with. What is most singular is that these remains exist
more especially in great numbers in the north of Europe, in the
frozen regions of Siberia—regions altogether uninhabitable for the
Elephant in our days. ‘ There is not,” says Pallas, “in all Asiatic
Russia, from the Don to the extremity of the promontory of Tchutchis,
a stream or river, especially of those which flow in the plains, on the
banks of which some bones of Elephants and other animals foreign
to the climate have not been found. Butin the more elevated regions,
the primitive and schistose chains, they are wanting, as are marine
petrifactions. But in the lower slopes and in the great muddy and
sandy plains, above all, in places which are swept by rivers and
brooks, they are always found, which proves that we should not the
less find them throughout the whole extent of the country if we had
the same means of searching for them.” :

Every year in the season when thaw takes place, the vast rivers
which descend to the Frozen Ocean in the north of Siberia sweep
down with their waters numerous portions of the banks, and expose
to view bones buried in the soil and in the excavations left by the
rushing waters. Cuvier gives a long list of places in Russia in which
interesting discoveries have been made of Elephants’ bones ; and it is
certainly curious that the more we advance towards the north in
Russia the more numerous and extensive do the bone depositories
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