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402 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

under consideration, where all have been, according to our notions,
strange, extraordinary, and formidable. The animal creation still

goes on as if—
¢¢ Nature made them and then broke the die.”

If we cast a glance at the skeleton figured on the opposite page
(PLaTe XXVII.), which was found in Paraguay, at Buenos Ayres, in

Fig. 185.—Schistopleuron typus. One-twentieth natural size.

1788, and which is now placed, in a perfect state of preservation, in
the Museum of Natural History in Madrid, it is impossible to avoid
being struck with its unusually heavy form, at once awkward as a whole,
and ponderous in most of its parts. It is allied to the existing genus
of Sloths, which Buffon tells us is “of all the animal creation that
which has received the most vicious organisation—a being to which
Nature has forbidden all enjoyment ; which has only been created for
hardships and misery.” This notion of the romantic Buffon is, how-
ever, altogether incorrect. An attentive examination of the Animalof
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