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406 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

motor muscles of the jaws. The anterior part of the muzzle is
fully developed, and riddled with holes for the passage of the nerves
and vessels which must have been there, not for a trunk, which
would have been useless to an animal furnished with a very long
neck. but for a snout analogous to that of the Tapir.

Fig. 186.—Skeleton of Megatherium foreshortencd.

The jaw and dental apparatus cannot be exactly stated, because
the number of teeth in the lower jaw is not known. The upper jaw,
Professor Owen has shown, contained five molars on each side ; and
from comparison and analogy with the SeZidvt/ierium it may be con-
jectured that the Megatherium had four on each side of the lower jaw.
Being without incisors or canines, the structure of its eighteen molars
proves that it was not carnivorous : they each resemble the composite
molars of the Elephant.
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