
POSTPL1oCN.e PJuiiOb. 413

founded include the cranium, which is nearly entire, with the teeth
and part of the os hyoides, seven cervical, eight dorsal, and five
sacral vertebrae' both the scapulae, and some other bones. The
remains of the cranium indicate that its general form was an elongated
slender compressed cone, beginning behind by a flattened vertical
base, expanding slightly to the cheek-bone, and thence contracting
to the anterior extremity. All these parts were discovered in their
natural relative positions, indicating, as Mr. Darwin observes, that
the gravelly formation in which they were discovered had not been
disturbed since its deposition.

The lower jaw-bone of Mylodon, which Mr. Darwin discovered

at the base of the cliff called Punta Alta, in Northern Patagonia,
had the teeth entire on both sides; they are implanted in deep
sockets, and only about one-sixth of the last molar projects above the

alveolus, but the proportion of the exposed part increases gradually
in the inner teeth (Fig. 191).

"The habits of life of these Megatheroid animals were a com

plete puzzle to naturalists, until Professor Owen solved the problem
with remarkable ingenuity. The teeth indicate, by their simple
structure, that these Megatheroid animals lived on vegetable food, and

probably on the leaves and small twigs of trees; their ponderous
forms and great strong curved claws seem so little adapted for

locomotion, that some eminent naturalists have actually believed

that, like the Sloths, to which they are intimately related, they sub

sisted by climbing back downwards, on trees, and feeding .on the

leaves. It was a bold, not to say preposterous idea to conceive

even antedulivian trees with branches strong enough to beat

animals as large as elephants. Professor Owen, with far more pro-

Fig. 191. --Skull of Scelidotherium.
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