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430 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

made by Dr. Buckland of many coprolites of animals that had fed on
bones, as well as traces of the frequent passage of these animals to
or from the entrance of the cavern or den. A modern naturalist
visiting the Cavern of Adelsberg, in Carniola, traversed a series of
chambers extending over three leagues in the same direction, and
was only stopped in his subterranean discoveries by coming to a lake
which oecupied its entire breadth.

The interior walls of the bone-caves are, in general, rounded off
and furrowed, presenting many traces of the erosive action of water,
characteristics which frequently escape observation because the walls
are covered with the calcareous deposit called stalactite or stalagmite
—that is, with carbonate of lime, resulting from the deposition left
by infiltrating water, through the overlying limestone, into the interior
of the cavern. The formation of the stalactite, with which many of
the bones were incrusted in the Cave of Gailenruth, is thus described
by Liebig. The limestone over the cavern is covered with a rich
soll, in which the vegetable matter is continually decaying. This
mould, or humus, being acted on by moisture and air, evolves car-
bonic acid, which is dissolved by rain. The rain-water thus impreg-
nated, permeating the porous limestone, dissolves a portion of it, and
afterwards, when the excess of carbonic acid evaporates in the
caverns, parts with the calcareous matter, and forms sta/actite—the
stalactites being the pendent masses of carbonate of lime, whicl hang
in picturesque forms either in continuous sheets, giving the cave and
its sides the appearance of being hung with drapery, or like icicles
suspended from the roof of the cave, through which the water perco-
lates ; while those formed on the surface of the floor form stalagmite.
These calcareous products ornament the walls of these gloomy caverns
in a most brilliant and picturesque manner.

Under a covering of stalagmite. the floor of the cave frequently
presents deposits of mud and gravel. It is in excavating this
soil that the bones of antediluvian animals, mixed with shells,
fragments of rocks, and rolled pebbles, are discovered. The distri-
bution of these bones in the middle of the gravelly argillaceous mud
is as irregular as possible. The skeletons are rarely entire; the
bones do not even occur in their natural positions. The bones of
small Rodents are found accumulated in the crania of great Carnivora.
The teeth of Bears, Hyznas, and Rhinoceros are cemented with
the jaw-bones of Ruminants. The bones are very often polished
and rounded, as if they had been transported from great distances ;
others are fissured ; others, nevertheless, are scarcely altered. Their
state of preservation varies with their position in the cave.
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