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CREATION OF MAN AND THE ASIATIC DELUGE.

IT was only after the glacial period, when the earth had resumed its
normal temperature, that man was created. Whence came he ?

He came from whence originated the first blade of grass which
grew upon the burning rocks of the Silurian seas; from whence pro-
ceeded the different races of animals which have successively replaced
each other upon the globe, gradually, but unceasingly, rising in the
scale of perfection. He emanated from the supreme will of the
Author of the worlds which constitute the universe.

The earth has passed through many phases since the time when
—in the words of the Sacred Record—*“the earth was without
form and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” We have
considered all these phases; we have seen the globe floating in space
in a state of gaseous nebulosity, condensing into liquidity, and
beglnnmg to solidify at the surface. We have pictured the internal
agitations, the disturbances, the partial dislocations to which the
earth hasbeensubjected, almost without interruption, while it could not,
as yet, resist the force of the waves of the fiery sea imprisoned within
its fragile crust. 'We have seen this envelope acquiring solidity, and
the geological cataclysms losing their intensity and frequency in
proportion as this solid crust increased in thickness. We have
looked on, so to speak, while the work of organic creation was pro-
ceeding. We have seen life making its appearance upon the globe ;
and the first plants and animals springing into existence. We have
seen this organic creation multiplying, becoming more complea., and
constantly made more perfect with each advance in the progressive
phases of the history of the earth. We now arrive at the greatest
event of this hxstory, at the crownmg of the edifice, si parva licet
componere magiis.

At the -close of the Tertiary epoch the continents and seas
assumed the respective limits which they now present. The distur-
bances of the ground, the fractures of the earth’s crust, and tlie volcanic
eruptions which are the consequence of them, only occurred at rare
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