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an exceptional intelligence, this being, in appearance so helpless, has
by degrees swept the most ferocious of its occupants from the earth,

leaving those only who cater to his wants or desires, or by whose aid
he changes the primitive aspects of whole continents.

The antiquity of man is a question which has largely engaged the
attention of geologists, and many ingenious arguments have been
hazarded, tending to prove that the human race and the great
extinct Mammalia were contemporaneous. The circumstances

bearing on the question are usually ranged under three series of facts:
i. The Cave deposits; 2. Peat and shell mounds; 3. Lacustrine
habitations, or Lake dwellings.

We have already briefly touched upon the Cave-deposits. In the
Kirkdale Cave no remains or other traces of man's presence seem to
have been discovered. But in Kent's Hole, an unequal deposit of
loam and clay, along with broken bones much gnawed, and the teeth
of both extinct and living Mammals, implements evidently fashioned

by the human hand were found in the following order: in the upper
part of the clay, artificially-shaped flints; on the clay rested a layer
of stalagmite, in which streaks of burnt charcoal occurred, and
charred bones of existing species of animals. Above the stalagmite
a stone hatchet, or celt, made of syenite, of more finished appearance,
was met with, with articles of bone, round pieces of blue slate and

sandstone-grit, pieces of pottery, a number of shells of the mussel,

limpet, and oyster, and other remains, Celtic, British, and Roman, of

very early date; the lower deposits are those with which we are here
more particularly concerned. The Rev. J. MacEnery, the gentle
man who explored and described them, ascertained that the flint

instruments occupied a uniform situation intermediate between the

stalagmite and the upper surface of the loam, forming a connecting link

between both; and his opinion was that the epoch of the introduction

of the knives must be dated antecedently to the formation of the

stalagmite, from the era of the quiescent settlement of the mud.

From this view it would follow that the cave was visited posterioriy
to the introduction and subsidence of the loam, and before the for

mation of the new super-stratum of stalagmite, by men who entered

the cave and disturbed the original deposit. Although flints have

beeh found in the loam underlying the regular crust of stalagmite,

mingled confusedly with the bones, and unconnected with the evi

dence of the visits of man-such as the excavation of ovens or pits
Dr. Buckland refused his belief to the statement. that the flint-imple
mentc were found beneath the stalagmite, and always contended that
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