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they were the work of men of a more recent period, who had broken

up the sparry floor. The doctor supposed that the ancient Britons

had scooped out ovens in the stalagmite, and that through them

the knives got admission to the underlying loam, and that in this

confused state the several materials were cemented together.
In 1858 Dr. Falconer heard of the newly-discovered cave at

Brixham, on the opposite side of the bay to Torquay, and he took

steps to prevent any doubts being entertained with regard to its con

tents. This cave was composed of several passages, with four

entrances, formerly blocked up with breccia and earthy matter; the

main opening being ascertained by Mr. Bristow to be seventy-eight
feet above the valley, and ninety-five feet above the sea, the cave

itself being in some places eight feet wide. The contents of the cave

were covered with a layer of stalagmite, from one to fifteen inches

thick, on the top of which were found the horns of a Reindeer;

under the stalagmite came reddish loam or cave- earth, with pebbles
and some angular stones, from two to thirteen feet thick, containing
the bones of Elephants, Rhinoceros, Bears, Hynas, Felis, Rein

deer, Horses, Oxen, and several Rodents; and, lastly, a layer of

gravel, and rounded pebbles without fossils, underlaid the cave-earth

and formed the lowest deposit.
In these beds no human bones were found, but in almost every

part of the bone-bed were flint-knives, one of the most perfect being
found thirteen feet down in the bone-bed, at its lowest part. The

most remarkable fact in connection with this cave was the discovery
of an entire left hind-leg of the Cave-bear lying in close proximity
to this knife; "not washed in a fossil state out of an older alluvium,

and swept afterwards into this cave, so as to be mingled with the

flint implements, but having been introduced when clothed in its

flesh." The implement and the Bear's leg were evidently deposited
about the same time, and it only required some approximative esti

mate of the date of this deposit, to settle the question of the antiquity
of man, at least in an affirmative sense.

Mr. H. W. Bristow, who was sent by the Committee of the Royal

Society to make a plan and drawings of the Brixham Cave, found

that its entrance was situated at a height of ninety-five feet above the

present level of the sea. In his Report made to the Royal Society,
in explanation of the plan and sections, Mr. Bristow stated that, in

all probability, at the time the cave was formed, the land was at a

lower level to the extent of the observed distance of ninetfive feet,

and that its mouth was then situated at or near the level of the sea.

The cave consisted of wide galleries or passages running in a
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