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again, as it were, together with all its contents, by the deposition of

a solid crust of stalagmite-an operation requiring a very greatlength
oftime to effect-the Reindeer (Gervus Thra/idus) was indigenous to

this country, as is proved by the occurrence of an antler of that

animal which was found lying upon, and partly imbedded in, the

stalagmite forming the roof or uppermost, that is, the latest formed,

of the cave-deposits.

Lastly, we learn that, at the time the cave was formed, and while

the land was inhabited by man, that part of the country was lower by

ninety-five feet than it is now; and that this elevation has probably
been produced so slowly and so gradually, as to have been imper

ceptible during the time it was taking place, which extended over a

vast interval of time, perhaps over thousands of years.

Perhaps it may not be out of place here to describe the mode of

formation of bone-caves generally, and the causes which have pro
duced the appearances these now present.

Caves in limestone rocks have two principal phases-one of for

mation, and one of filling up. So long as the water which enters the

cavities in the course of formation, and carries off some of the calca

reous matter in solution, can find an easy exit, the cavity is continu

ally enlarged; but when, from various causes, the water only enters

in. small quantities, and does not escape, or only finds its way out

slowly, and with difficulty, the lime, instead of being removed, is re

deposited on the walls, roof, sides, and floor of the cavity, in the

form of stalactites and stalagmite, and the work of re-filling with

solid carbonate of lime then takes place.

Encouraged by the Brixham discoveries, a congress of French

and English geologists met at Amiens, in order to consider certain

evidence, on which it was sought to establish as a fact that man and
the Mammoth were formerly contemporaries.

The valley of the Somme, between Abbeville and Arniens, is

occupied by beds of peat, some twenty or thirty feet deep, resting on
a thin bed of clay which covers other beds of sand and gravel, and
itself rests on white Chalk with flints. Bordering the valley, some

hills rise with a gentle slope to a height of 200 or 300 feet, and here
and there, on their summits, are patches of Tertiary sand and clay,
with fossils, and again more extensive layers of loam. The inference
from this geological structure is that the river, originally flowing
through the Tertiary formation, gradually cut its way through the
various strata down to its present level. From the depth of the peat,
its lower part lies below the sea-level, and it is supposed that a

depression of the region has occurred at some period: again, in land
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