
480 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

The opinion which places the creation of man on the banks of

the Euphrates in Central Asia is confirmed by an event of the highest

importance in the history of humanity, and by a crowd of concordant

traditions, preserved by different races of men, all tending to confirm

it. We speak of the Asiatic deluge.
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Fig. 200.-Mount Ararat.

The Asiatic deluge-of which sacred history has transmitted to
us the few particulars we know-was the result of the upheaval of a

part of the long chain of mountains which are a prolongation of the
Caucasus. The earth opening by one of the fissures made in its
crust in course of cooling, an eruption of volcanic matter escaped
through the enormous crater so produced. Volumes of watery vapour
or steam accompanied the lava discharged from the interior of the

globe, which, being first dissipated in clouds and afterwards con-
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