
488 THE WORLD BEFORE THE DELUGE.

traced about twelve miles inland, and parallel with the present coast,
which falls suddenly about fifty feet from a higher platform of the
land, to a lower one extending to the sea. In making some excava
tions for the foundations of a building at Abesse, in 1830, it was
discovered that this fall consisted of drift-sand, filling U a steep
perpendicular cliff about fifty feet high, consisting of a bed of Tertiary
clay extending to the sea, a bed of limestone with Tertiary shells and
corals, and, at the summit, the Tertiary sand of the Landes. The
marine beds, together with the alluvium of the rivers, have given
rise to those deposits which occur more especially near the mouths
of rivers and watercourses.

Fig. 201. -Shell of Planorbis corneus.
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