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upon the Lias, apparently as conformably as if it formed its true and

immediate successor, while at Dundry the equivalents of the upper
freestones and ragstones (the lower beds being absent) lie directly on

the exceedingly thin sands, which there overlie the Lower Lias. In

Dorsetshire, on the coast, the series is again perfect, though thin.

Near Chipping Norton, in Oxfordshire, the Inferior Oolite disappears
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Fig. i :8. -Meandrina Dedakea.
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altogether, and the Great Oolite, having first overlapped the Fullers'

Earth, passes across the Inferior Oolite, and in its turn seems to li

on the Upper Lias with a regularity as perfect as if no formation in

the neighbourhood came between them. In Yorkshire the changed

type of the Inferior Oolite, the prevalence of sands, land-plants, and

beds of coal, occur in such a manner as to leave no doubt of the

presence of terrestrial surfaces on which the plants grew, and all

these phenomena lead to the conclusion that various and considerable

oscillations of level took place in the British area during the deposi-
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