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M. E. teslongchathps allow of re-construction. The Teleosaunis

enables us to form a pretty exact idea of these Crocodiles of. the

ancient seas-these cuirassed Reptiles, which the German geologist
Cotta describes as "the great barons of the kingdom of Neptune,
armed to the teeth and clothed in an imnenetrable ianoply; the

true filibusters of the

The Teleosaurus

inhabited the banks
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Fig. 119. -Ramphorynchus restored. One-quarter natural size.

longer, more slender, and more active than the living species; tney
were about thirty feet in length, of which the head may be from three

to four feet, with their enormous jaws sometimes with an opening of

six feet, through which they could engulf, in the depths of their

enormous throat, animals of considerable size.

The Teleosaurus cadomensis is represented on the opposite page

(PLATE KVIIL), after the sketch of M. E. Deslongchamps, carrying
from the sea in its mouth a Geoteut/zis, a species of Calamary of the

Oolitic epoch. This creature was coated with a cuirass both on the

back and belly. In order to show this peculiarity, a living individual

is represented on the shore, and a dead one is floating on its back in

shallow water, leaving the ventral cuirass exposed.
-

Behind the Teleosaurus cadomensis in the engraving, another

Saurian, the Hflwosaurus, is represented, which makes its appearance

primitive seas."
resembled the Gavials of India. - The former

of rivers, perhaps the sea itself; they were


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1872-Figuier-BeforeFlood/README.htm


