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with layers of flints. In England the higher beds usually consist of a
pure-white calcareous mass, generally too soft for building-stone, but
sometimes passing into a solid rock.

The Danian beds, which occupy the summit of the scale in the
Cretaceous formation, are finely developed at Maestricht, on the
Meuse ; and in the Island of Zeeland, belonging to Denmark ; where
they are represented by a slightly yellomsh, compact hmestone,
quarried for the construction of the city of Faxoe. It is slightly
represented in the Paris basin at Meudon, and Laversines, in the
Department of the Oise, by a white and often rubbly limestone
known as pisolific limestone. In this formation Ammonites Danicus
is found. The yellowish sandy limestone of Maestricht is referred to

- the Danian type. Besides Molluscs, Polyps, and Polyzoa (Bryozoa),
this limestone contains remains of Fishes, Turtles, and Crocodiles.
But what has rendered this rock so celebrated was that it contained
the remains of the great animal of Mestrickt, the Maesasaurus.

- At the close of the geological period, whose natural physiognomy
we have thus traced, Europe was still far from displaying the configu-
ration which it now presents. A map of the period would represent-
the great basin of Paris (with the exception of a zone of Chalk), the
whole of Switzerland, the greater part of Spain and Italy, the whole
o{ Belgium, Holland, Prussia, Hungary, Wallachia, and Northern
Russia, as one vast sheet of water. A band of Jurassic rocks still
connected France and England at Cherbourg—which disappeared
at a later-period, and caused the sepa.ratlon of the British Islands
from what is now France.

Fig. 1,7.— Exogym conica. Upper Greensand and Gault, from Blackdown ITill.
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