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POST-PLIOCENE PERIOD, 400

occupied in burrowing under the earth, seeking for roots, and which
would consequently rarely change its place? What need had it of
agility to fly from its enemies, when it could overthrow the Crocodile
with a sweep of its tail? Secure from the attacks of other animals,

Fig. 188 —Mezatherium restored.

this robust herbivorous creature, of which Figure 188 is a restora-
tion, must have lived peacefully and respected in the solitary pampas
of America. '

The immediate cause of the extinction of the Megatherium is,
probably, to be found in causes which are still in operation in South
America. The period between the years 1827 and 1830 is called
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