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neighbourhood of Gray’s Inn Lane, in 1715, a flint spear-head was
picked up, and near it some Elephants’ bones. In the alluvium of
the Wey, near Guildford, a wedge-shaped flint-tool was found in the
gravel and sand, in which Elephants’ tusks were also found. Under
the cliffs at Whitstable an oval-shaped flint-tool was found in what
had probably been a fresh-water deposit, and in which bones of the
Bear and Elephant were also discovered. Between Herne Bay and
Reculver five other flint-tools have been found, and three more near
the top of the cliff, all in fresh-water gravel. In the valley of the
QOuse, at Beddenham, in Bedfordshire, flint-implements, like those of
St. Acheul, mixed with the bones of Elephant, Rhinoceros, and
Hippopotamus, have been found, and near them an oval and a spear-
shaped implement. In the peat of Ireland great numbers of such
implements have been met with. But nowhere have they been so
systematically sought for and classified as in the Scandinavian
countries.

The peat-deposits of those countries—of Denmark especially—are
formed in hollows and depressions, in the northern drift and Boulder
clay, from ten to thirty feet deep. The lower stratum, of two or
three feet in thickness, consists of spAagnum, over which lies another
growth of peat formed of aquatic and marsh plants. On the edge of
the bogs trunks of Scotch firs of large size are found—a tree which
has not grown in the Danish islands within historic times, and does
not now thrive when planted, although it was evidently indigenous
within the human period, since Steenstrup took with his own hands a
flint-implement from beneath the trunk of one. The sessile variety
of the oak would appear to have succeeded the fir, and is found at a
higher level in the peat. Higher up still, the common oak, Quercus
#obur, is found along with the birch, hazel, and alder. The oak has
in its turn been succeeded by the beech.

Another source ftom which numerous relics of early humanity
have been taken is the midden-heaps (Kjokken-médden) found along
the Scandinavian coast. These heaps consist of castaway shells mixed
with bones of quadrupeds, birds, and fishes, which reveal in some
respects the habits of the early races which inhabited the coast.
Scattered through these mounds are flint-knives, pieces of pottery,
and ashes, but neither bronze nor iron. The knives and hatchets are
said to be a degree less rude than those of older date found in the
peat. Mounds corresponding to these, Sir Charles Lyell tells us,
occur along the American coast, from Massachusetts and Georgia.
The bones of the quadrupeds found in these mounds correspond with
those of existing species, or species which have existed in historic times.
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