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The wall of Antoninus, raised by the Romans as a protection from
the attacks of the Caledonians, was built, in the opinion of the best
authorities, not in connection with the old, but with the new coast
line. We may, then, conclude that in A.D. 140, when the greater
part of this wall was constructed, the zone of the ancient coast
line had attained its present elevation above the actual level of
the sea.

The same proofs of a general and gradual elevation of the country
are observable almost everywhere: in the estuary of the Clyde, canoes
and other works of art have been exhumed, and assigned to a recent

period. Near St. Austell, and at Carnon, in Cornwall, human skulls
and, other relics have been met with beneath marine strata, in which
the bones of whales and still-existing species of land-quadrupeds were
imbedded. But in the countries where hard limestone rocks prevail,
in the ancient Peloponnesus, along the coast of Argolis and Arcadia,
three and even four ranges of ancient sea-cliffs are well preserved,
which Messrs. Boblaye and Verlet describe as rising one above the
other, at different distances from the present coast, sometimes to the

height of i,ooo feet, as if the upheaving force had been suspended
for a time, leaving the waves and currents to throw down and shape
the successive ranges of lofty cliffs. On the other hand, some
well-known historical sites may be adduced as affording evidence of
the subsidence of the coast-line of the Mediterranean in times com

paratively modern. In the Bay of Bai, the celebrated temple of

Serapis, at Puzzuoli, near Naples, which was originally built about ioo

feet from the sea, and at or near its present level, exhibits proofs of

having gradually sunk nineteen feet, and of a subsequent elevation
of the ground on which the temple stands of nearly the same

amount.

So, also, about half a mile along the sea-shore, and standing at

some distance from it, in the sea, there are the remains of buildings
and columns which bear the name of the Temples of the Nymphs
and of Neptune. The tops of these broken columns are now

nearly on a level with the surface of the water, which is about five

feet deep.
With respect to the littoral deposits of the Quaternary period,

they are of very limited extent, except in a few localities. They
are found on the western coast of Norway, and on the coasts of

England. In France, an extensive bed of Quaternary formation is

seen on the shores of the ancient Guienne, and on other parts of the

coast, where it is sometimes concealed by trees and shrubs, or by
blown sand, as at Dax in the Landes, where a steep bank may be
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