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philosophers, whose highest happiness is the intellectual

enjoyment of Nature, and whose highest aim is the know

ledge of her laws. We find it in the palaces of ecclesi

astical princes, and in those hypocrites who, under the

outward mask of a pious worship of God, solely aim at

hierarchical tyranny over, and material spoliation of, their

fellow-men. Blind to the infinite grandeur of the so-called

"raw material," and the glorious world of phenomena

arising from it-insensible to the inexhaustible charms

of Nature, and without a knowledge of her laws-they

stigmatize all natural science, and the culture arising from

it, as sinful "materialism," while really it is this which they

themselves exhibit in a most objectionable form. Satis

factory proofs of this are furnished, not only by the whole

history of the "infallible" Popes, with their long series of

hideous crimes, but also by the history of the morals of

orthodoxy in every form of religion.

In order, then, to avoid in future the usual confusion of

this utterly objectionable Moral Materialism with our

Scientific Materialism, we think it necessary to call the

latter either Monism or Realism. The principle of this

Monism is the same as what Kant terms the "principle of

mechanism," and of which he expressly asserts, that wit/tout

it there can be no natural science at all. This principle is

quite inseparable from our Non-miraculous History of Crea

tion, and characterizes it as opposed to the teleological belief

in the miracles of a Supernatural History of Creation.

Let us now first of all glance at the most important of all

the supernatural histories of creation, I mean that of Moses,

as it has been handed clown to us in the Bible, the ancient

document of the history and laws of the Jewish people.
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