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40 THE HISTORY OF CREATION.

so-called “divine revelation.” That it cannot be such is
clear from the fact that two great fundamental errors are
asserted in it, namely, first, the geocentric error that the
earth is the fixed central point of the whole universe, round
which the sun, moon, and stars move; and secondly, the
anthropocentric error, that man is the premeditated aim of
the creation of the earth, for whose service alone all the
rest of nature is said to have been created. The former of
these errors was demolished by Copernicus’ System of the
Universe in the beginning of the 16th century, the latter
by Lamarck’s Doctrine of Descent in the beginning of the
19th century.

Although the geocentric error of the Mosaic history was
demonstrated by Copernicus, and thereby its authority as
an absolutely perfect divine revelation was destroyed, yet
it has maintained, down to the present day, such influence,
that it forms in many wide circles the principal obstacle to
the adoption of a natural theory of development. Even in
our century, many naturalists, especially geologists, have
tried to bring the Mosaic theory into harmony with the
recent results of natural science, and have, for example,
interpreted Moses’ seven days of creation as seven great
geological periods. However, all these ingenious attempts
at interpretation have so utterly failed, that they require
no refutation here. The Bible is no scientific book, but
consists of records of the history, the laws, and the religion
of the Jewish people, the high merit of which, as a history of
civilization, is not impaired by the fact that in all scientific
questions it has no commanding importance, and is full of
gross errors.

We may now make a great stride over more than three
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