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common pine, Pinus silvestris. All these seven kinds of

pines are different species of one and the same genus-..

Pinus.

Perhaps this advance made by Linneus may seem to some

only of subordinate importance in the practical distinction

arid designation of the variously formed organisms. But

in reality it was of the very greatest importance, both from

a practical and theoretical point of view. For now, for the

first time, it became possible to arrange the immense mass

of different organic forms according to their greater or less

degree of resemblance, and to obtain an easy survey of the

general outlines of such a "system." Linneus facilitated

the tabulation and survey of this "system" of plants and

animals still more by placing together the most nearly

similar genera into so-called orders (ordines); and by

uniting the most nearly similar orders into still more com

prehensive main divisions or classes. Thus, according to

Linneus, each of the two organic kingdoms were broken

iip into a number of classes, the vegetable kingdom into

twenty-four, and the animal kingdom into six. Each class

again contains several orders. Every single order may

contain a number of genera, and, again, every single genus

several species.

Valuable as was Linneus' binary nomenclature in a prac

tical way, in bringing about a comprehensive systematic

distinction, designation, arrangement, and division of the

organic world of forms, yet the incalculable theoretical

influence which it gained forthwith in relation to the

history of creation was no less important. Even now all

the important fundamental questions as to the history of

creation turn finally upon the decision of the very remote
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