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and the dwarfed lap-dogs, breeding is impossible, even for

simple mechanical reasons. A particularly interesting in

stance is afforded by the Porto-Santo rabbit (Lepts Hvx

leyi). In the year 1419, a few rabbits, born on board ship

of a tame Spanish rabbit, were put on the island of Porto

Santo, near Madeira. These little animals, there being no

beasts of prey, in a short time increased so enormously that

they became a pest to the country, and even compelled a

colony to remove from the island. They still inhabit the

island in great numbers; but in the course of four hundred

and fifty years they have developed into a quite peculiar

variety-or if you will have it, into a good species
"

which is distinguished by a peculiar colour, a rat-like shape,

small size, nocturnal life, and extraordinary wildness. The

most important fact, however, is that this new species,

which I call Lep'i1s H'uxleyi, no longer pairs with its

European parent rabbit, and no longer produces bastards

with it.

On the other hand, we now know of numerous examples

of fruitful genuine bastards; that is, of mixings that have

proceeded from the crossing of two entirely diffrent species,

and yet propagate themselves with one another as well as

with one of their parent species. A number of such bastard

species (species Hybrid2e) have long been known to botanists;

for example, among the genera of the thistle (Cirsium), the

laburnum (Cytisus), the bramble (Rubus), etc. Among

animals also they are by no means rare, perhaps even very

frequent. We know of fruitful bastards which have arisen

from the crossing of two different species of a genus, as

among several genera of butterflies (Zygna, Saturnia), the

family of carps, finches, poultry, dogs, cats, etc. One of
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