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sexual mingling determines the fertility of the different

species is shown by the fact that he-goats and sheep in

their mingling produce fruitful hybrids, while the ram and

she-goat pair very rarely, and then without result. The

phenomena of hybridism, to which undue importance has

been erroneously attributed, are thus utterly unmeaning, so

far as the idea of species is concerned. The breeding of

hybrids does not enable us, any more than other phenomena,

thoroughly to distinguish cultivated races from wild species;

and this circumstance is of the greatest importance in the

Theory of Selection
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