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the higher is the grade of perfection of the labourers

themselves.

The position of the different individuals in this struggle

for life is evidently very unequal. Starting from the

inequality of individuals, which is a recognized fact, we

must in all cases necessarily suppose that all the individuals

of one and the same species have not equally favourable

prospects. Even at the beginning they are differently placed

in this competition by their different strengths and abilities,

independently of the fact that the conditions of existence

are different, and act differently at every point of the earth's

surface. We evidently have an infinite combination of in

fluences, which, together with the original inequality of the

individuals during the competition for the conditions of

existence, favour some individuals and prejudice others.

The favoured individuals will gain the victory over the

others, and while the latter perish more or less early, without

leaving any descendants, the former alone will be able to

survive and finally to propagate the species. As, therefore,

it is clear that in the struggle for life the favoured indi

viduals succeed in propagating themselves, we shall (even as

the result of this relation) perceive in the next generation

differences from the preceding one. Some individuals of

this second generation, though perhaps not all of them, will,

by inheritance, receive the individual advantage by which

their parents gained the victory over their rivals.

But now-and this is a very important law of inheritance

-if such a transmission of a favourable character is con

tinued through a series of generations, it is not simply trans

mitted in the original manner, but it is constantly increased

Arid strengthened, and in a later generation it attains
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