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170 THE HISTORY OF CREATION.

the selection ; in natural selection, on the other hand, to the
advantage ol the selected organism.

These are the most essential differences and agreements of
the two modes of selection ; it must, however, be further
observed that there is another difference, viz. in the duration
of time required for the two processes of election. Man in
his artificial selection can produce very important changes in
a very short time, while in natural selection similar results
are obtained only after a much longer time. This arises from
the fact that man can make his selection with much greater
care. Man is able with the greatest nicety to pick out indi-
viduals from a large number, drop the others, and to employ
only the privileged beings for propagation, which is not the
case in natural selection. Innatural conditions, besides the
privileged individuals which first succeed in propagating
themselves, some few or many of the less distinguished indi-
viduals will propagate themselves by the side of the former.
Moreover, man can prevent the crossing of the original and
the new form, which in natural selection is often unavoid-
able. If such a crossing, that is, a sexual connection, of the
new variety with the original forms takes place, the ofi-
spring thereby produced generally returns to the original
character. In natural selection, such a crossing can be
avoided only when the new variety by migration separates
from the original and becomes isolated.

Natural selection therefore acts much more slowly; it
requires much longer periods than the artificial process of
selection. But it is an essential consequence of this differ-
ence, that the product of artificial selection disappears much
more easily, and that the new form returns rapidly to the
earlier one, which is not the case in natural selection. The
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