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the life of man, as well as in that of animals and plants, this

influence is the most important transforming principle, and

the strongest lever for progress and amelioration. The

result of the struggle for life is that, in the long run, that

which is better, because more perfect, conquers that which

is weaker and imperfect. In human life, however, this

struggle for life will ever become more and more of an

intellectual struggle, not a struggle with weapons of murder.

The organ which, above all others, in man becomes more

perfect by the ennobling influence of natural selection, is

the brain. The man with the most perfect understanding,

not the man with the best revolver, will in the long run be

victorious; he will transmit to his descendants the qualities

of the brain which assisted him in the victory. Thus then

we may justly hope, in spite of all the efforts of retrograde

forces, that the progress of mankind towards freedom, and

thus to the utmost perfection, will, by the happy influence

of natural selection, become more and more a certainty.
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