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PELORIA. 215

a relapse can be observed very frequently. All my readers
probably know the wild yellow toad-flax (Linaria vulgaris),
a plant very common in our fields and hedges. Its dragon-
mouthed yellow flower contains two long and two short
stamens. But sometimes there appears a single blossom
(Peloria) which is funnel-shaped, and quite regularly
composed of five individual and equal sections, with five
corresponding stamens. This Peloria can only be ex-
plained as a relapse into the long since extinct and very
ancient common form of all those plants which, like the
toad-flax, possess dragon-mouthed, two-lipped flowers, with
two long and two short stamens. The original form, like
the Peloria, possessed a regular five-spurred blossom,
with five equal stamens, which only later and by degrees
have become unequal. All such relapses are to be
brought under the law of interrupted or latent transmission,
although the number of intervening generations may be
€normous.

When cultivated plants or domestic animals become wild,
when they are withdrawn from the conditions of cultivated
life, they experience changes which appear not only as
adaptations to their new mode of life, but partially also as
relapses into the ancient original form out of which the
cultivated forms have been developed. Thus the different
kinds of cabbage, which are exceedingly different in form,
may be brought back to the original form, by allowing
them to grow wild. In like manner, dogs, horses, heifers,
ete., when growing wild, often revert more or less to a long
extinct generation. An immensely long succession of
generations may pass away before this power of latent
transmission becomes extinguished.
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