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216 THE HISTORY OF CREATION.

A third law of conservative transmission may be called
the law of sexual transmission, according to which each
sex transmits to the descendants of the same sex pecu-
liarities which are not inherited by the descendants of the
other sex. The so-called secondary sexual characters, which
in many respects are of extraordinary interest, everywhere
furnish numerous examples of this law. Subordinate or
secondary sexual characters are those peculiarities of one
of the two sexes which are not directly connected with the
sexual organs themselves ; characteristics which exclusively
belong to the male sex are, for example, the antlers of the
stag, the mane of the lion, and the spur of the cock. The
human beard, an ornament commonly denicd to the female
sex, belongs to the same class. Similar characteristics by
which the female sex is alone distinguished are, for ex-
ample, the developed breasts, with the lactatory glands of
female mammals and the pouch of the female opossum.
The bodily size, also, and complexion, differs in female
animals of many species from that of the male. All these
secondary sexual qualities, like the sexual organs them-
selves, are transmitted by the male organism only to the
male, not to the female, and vice versd. Contrary facts are
rare exceptions to the rule.

A fourth law of transmission, which has here to be men-
tioned, in a certain sense contradicts the last, and limits
it, viz. the law of mized or mutual (amphigonous) trans-
massion. This law tells us that every organic individual
produced in a sexual way receives qualities from both
parents, from the father as well as from the mother. This
fact, that personal qualities of each of the two sexes are
transmitted to both male and female descendants, is very
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