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be termed the law of sexual adaptation. Under this name
we indicate the remarkable fact that certain influences,
which act upon the male organs of propagation only, affect
the structure of the male descendants, and in like manner
other influences, which act upon the female organs of pro-
pagation only, manifest their effect only in the change
of structure of the female descendants. This remarkable
phenomenon is still very obscure, and has not as yet been
investigated, but is probably of great importance in regard
to the origin of “secondary sexual characteristics,” to which
we have already made allusion.

All the phenomena of sexual, monstrous, and individual
adaptation, which we may comprise under the name of the
laws of wndirect or potential adaptation, are as yet very
little known to us in their real nature and in their deeper
casual connection. Only this much we can at present main-
tain with certainty, that numerous and important trans-
formations in organic forms owe their existence to this
process. Many and striking variations of form solely depend
on causes which at first only affect the nutrition of the
parental organism, and thereupon its organs of propagation.
Evidently the relations in which the sexual organs stand to
other parts of the body are of the greatest importance. We
shall have more to say of these presently, when we speak
of the law of correlative adaptation. How powerfully the
variations in the conditions of life and nutrition affect the
propagation of organisms is rendered obvious by the re-
markable fact that numerous wild animals which we keep
in our zoological gardens, and exotic plants which are grown
in our botanical gardens, are no longer able to reproduce
themselves, This is the case, for example, with most birds
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