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INDIRECT ADAPTATION. 251

of life, although the individuals of one and the same species
remain mostly very much alike.” A certain inequality of
organic individuals, as we have seen, had already to be
assumed in virtue of the law of individual (indirect) adapta-
tion. But, beyond this, the original inequality of individuals
is afterwards increased by the fact that every individual,
during its own independent life, subjects and adapts itself
to its own peculiar conditions of existence. All different
individuals of every species, however like they may be in
their first stages of life, become in the further course of
their existence less like to one another. They deviate
from one another in more or less important peculiarities,
and this is a natural consequence of the different conditions
under which the individuals live. There are no two single
individuals of any species which can complete their life
under exactly the same external circumstances. The vital
conditions of nutrition, of moisture, air, light ; further, the
vital conditions of society, the inter-relations with sur-
rounding individuals of the same or other species, are
different in every individual being; and this difference first
affects the functions, and later changes the form of every
individual organism. If the children of a human family
show, even at the beginning, certain individual inequalities
which we may consider as the consequence of individual
(indirect) adaptation, they will appear still more different
at a later period of life, when each child has passed through
different experiences, and has adapted itself to different
conditions of life. The original difference of the individual
processes of development evidently becomes greater the
longer the life lasts and the more various the external con-
ditions which influence the separate individuals. This may
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