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DIVERGENCE OF CHARACTERS. 303

a direct consequence of the struggle for life, of natural
selection; for this struggle can be sustained more easily
the more the activities, and hence, also, the forms of the
different individuals deviate from one another. The dif-
ferent function naturally produces its reaction in changing
the form, and the physiological division of labour necessarily
determines the morphological differentiation, that is, the.
« divergence of character.”®

Now, I beg the reader again to remember that all species
of animals and plants are variable, and possess the capability
of adapting themselves to different places or to local rela-
tions. The varieties or races of each species, according to:
the laws of adaptation, deviate all the more from the original
primary species, the greater the difference of the new con-
ditions to which they adapt themselves. If we imagine
these varieties—which have proceeded from a common
primary form—to be disposed in the shape of a branching,
radiating bunch, then those varieties will be best able to
exist side by side and propagate which are most distant
from one another, which stand at the ends of the series, or
at the opposite sides of the bunch. Those forms, on the
other hand, occupying a middle position—presenting a state
of transition—have the most difficult position in the struggle,
for life. The necessaries of life differ most in the two ex-
tremes, in the varieties most distant from one another, and
consequently these will get into the least serious conflict
with one another in the general struggle for life. But the
intermediate forms, which have deviated less from the
original primary form, require nearly the same necessaries
of life as the original form, and therefore, in competing
for them, they will have to struggle most with, and be
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