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most seriously threatened by, its members. Consequently,

when numerous varieties of a species live side by side on

the same spot of the earth, the extremes, or those forms

deviating most from one another, can much more easily

continue to exist beside one another than the intermediate

forms which have to struggle with each of the different

extremes. The intermediate forms will not be able to

resist, for any length of time, the hostile influences which

the extreme forms victoriously overcome. These alone

maintain and propagate themselves, and at length cease to

be any longer connected with the original primary species

through intermediate forms of transition. Thus arise "good

species" out of varieties. The struggle for life necessarily
favours the general divergence of organic forms, that is, the

constant tendency of organisms to form new species. This

fact does not rest upon any mystic quality, or upon an

unknown formative tendency, but upon the interaction of

Inheritance and Adaptation in the struggle for life. As

the intermediate forms, that is, the individuals in a state of

transition, of the varieties of every species die out and

become extinct, the process of divergence constantly goes

further, and the extremes develop forms which we dis

tinguish as new species.

Although all naturalists have been obliged to acknowledge
the variability and mutability of all species of animals and

plants, yet most of them have hitherto denied that the

modification or transformation of the organic form surpasses
the original limit of the characters of the species. Our

opponents cling to the proposition-" However far a species

may exhibit deviations from its usual form in a collection

of varieties, yet the varieties of it are never so distinct from


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1876-Haeckel-HistCrea/README.htm


