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upon an iceberg while it was becoming loosened, are carried

away with it by the currents, and landed on warmer shores.

In this manner, by means of loosened blocks of ice from

the northern Polar Sea, often whole populations of small

animals and plants have been carried to the northern shores

of Europe and America. Nay, even polar foxes and polar

bears have been carried in this way to Iceland and to the

British Isles.

Transport by air is no less important than transport by

water in this matter of passive migration. The dust cover

ing our streets and roofs, the earth lying on dry fields and

dried-up pools, the light moist soil of forests, in short, the

whole surface of the globe, contains millions of small organ

isms and their germs. Many of these small animals and

plants can without injury become completely dried up, and

awake again to life as soon as they are moistened. Every

gust of wind raises up with the dust innumerable little

creatures of this kind, and often carries them away to other

places miles off. But even larger organisms, and especially

their germs, may often make distant passive journeys

through the air. The seeds of many plants are provided

with light feathery processes, which act as parachutes and

facilitate their flight in the air, and prevent their falling.

Spiders make journeys of many miles through the air on

their fine filaments, their so-called gossamer threads. Young

frogs are frequently raised by whirlwinds into the air by

thousands, and fall down in a distant part as a "shower of

frogs." Storms may carry birds and insects across half the

earth's circumference. They drop in the United States,

having risen in England. Starting from California, they

only come to rest in China. But, again, many other
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