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376 THE HISTORY OF CREATION.

coast of Asia to the east coast of Africa. This large con-
tinent of former times Sclater, an Englishman, has called
Lemuria, from the monkey-like animals which inhabited it,
and it is at the same time of great importance from being
the probable cradle of the human race, which in all likeli-
hood here first developed out of anthropoid apes. The
important proof which Alfred Wallace has furnished,® by
the help of chorological facts, that the present Malayan
Archipelago consists in reality of two completely different
divisions, is particularly interesting. The western division,
the Indo-Malayan Archipelago, comprising the large islands
of Borneo, Java, and Sumatra, was formerly connected by
Malacca with the Asiatic continent, and probably also with
the Lemurian continent just mentioned. The eastern
division, on the other hand, the Austro-Malayan Archipelago,
comprising Celebes, the Moluccas, New Guinea, Solomon’s
Islands, etc., was formerly directly connected with Australia.
Both divisions were formerly two continents separated by
a strait, but they have now for the most part sunk below
the level of the sea. Wallace, solely on the ground of his
accurate chorological observations, has been able in the
most acute manner to determine the position of this former
strait, the south end of which passes between Bali and
Lombok. And this deep strait, although only fifteen miles
broad, still forms a sharp boundary between the islands of
Bali and Lombok ; the fauna of Bali belongs to further
India, the fauna of the latter to Australia.

Thus, ever since liquid water existed on the earth, the
boundaries of water and land have eternally changed, and
we may assert that the outlines of continents and islands
have never remained for an hour, nay, even for a minute,
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